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"Each generation of women writers has found it self, in a sense, without
a history, forced to re-discover the past anew." - Ellain Show Snow Walter.
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"I was so immersed in the sea of house work. That I, was not consceious
of what I was going through day and night. After some time the desire to learnt
how to read properly grew very strong in me. I was angry with myself for
wanting to read books. Girls did not read That was one of the bad aspects of old
system. The other aspects were not so bad. People used to despise women of

learning .... In fact, older women used to show a great deal of displeasure if
they saw a piece of paper in the hands of women, but I could not accept this.pp

(Women Writing In Modern India, Vol-1, Edt-Susie Tharu & K. Lalitha, P-199)
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(1826, 1932) o&) &eéven, “Though I lived like a boy in every respect, in

matters of education I remind a women. It is a popular superstition in our coun-
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try that women, if educated, have to suffer widowhood". (quoted by Geraldine
Forbes in "Women In Modern India", New Delhi: Cambridge University Press,
2009 P- 32).
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»»wMany women who have participated in the social reform and political
activities of the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s were pleased with the constitutional
provisions and legal reforms. Belonging to the upper and middle classes of
society, they were poised to become the beneficiaries of new opportunities.
The Government asked prominent womenps organisations to assist them in
developing five - year plans. These women agreed with Government that eco-
nomic growth was the most silent issue and shared the assumption that women

would gain from expected prosperitypp (Women In Modern India, P224-225).
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"First, there is a prolonged phase of imitation of the prevailing modes of
the dominant tradition, and internalisation of its standards of art and its views
and social roles. Second, there is a phase of protest against these standards and
values, and advocacy of minority rights and values, including a demand for

autonomy. Finally there is a phase of self discovery, a turning inward freed
from some of the dependancy of opposition, a search for identity. An appropri-
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ate terminology for women writers is to call these stages, feminine, feminist
and female."
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